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Great Ways For Learning Spellings

1. Hangman! We play a lot during our 

brain breaks – they love it!

2. Word Art – get creative.

3. Say it wrong to spell it right. E.g. 

Wed-nes-day.

4. Break word up into morphemes 

(units of meaning) e.g. un-like-ly

(prefix-root word-suffix)

5. Taking your word for a walk.

Equally important is know what a word 

means, its word class/class(es) (verb, 

noun, adjective, adverb) and being able 

to use it in context.

Spelling



Capital letters do not join in cursive writing but all other letters within a word do. Letters join to the next letter from 
their lead out.

Words should be completely written without the need to lift the pencil and fully 
before going back to add dots on ‘ i ‘ or cross-bar on ‘ t ’.

Consistency of letter formation and letter size are two skills.  These skills are secured 
through practice. At all times encouraging children to write using cursive, and 
supporting them to do so will be greatly beneficial.

Less confidence learners might wish to focus on letter formation and ensuring letter 
size is consistent rather than joining all letters. 

Similarly, for those children who confuse certain letters e.g. b and d  and p and q in 
their writing.  Children who find this challenging are aware of it but supporting 
children to think about this when writing words with b or d (p or q) and helping 
them to spot errors will help them with this area of writing

Below are some materials for cursive handwriting which can be 
used by you and your children to support correct letter formation 
and letter joins.

Cursive letter formation for lower case.  All letters start from the 
line (lead in).

a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t 
u v w x y z
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

Reading
Never underestimate the power of reading to or with your 
child. Story time is one of our most treasured times in the 
school day and any opportunity you have to read to your 
child will have a huge impact on their literacy skills (both 
reading and writing). Equally beneficial is sharing a book* 
with your child, as in taking it in turns to read. Both of the 
above also allow for quality discussion about the text, 
which will help to build on your child’s comprehension and 
oracy skills. 
*As well as books, make the most of any other opportunity 
to encourage your child to read e.g. newspapers, websites, 
cookery books, magazines, billboards etc. 

Oracy
Oracy has a very high profile in Hazel Learning Zone. 
Through explicit modelling and regular opportunities to 
express themselves, your child is working hard to develop 
their ability to articulate their thoughts and opinions in full, 
grammatically accurate sentences. When communicating 
with your child, we would be really grateful if you could 
keep this going.   

Handwriting



Suggested Reading



Maths Non-Negotiables – End of Y5

Counting.
Place value.

Mental calculation.

Fractions, Decimals 
and Percentages.

Measure.

 I can count forwards and 
backwards through zero.

I can round a number to the 
nearest 100 or 1000. (e.g. 4372 
-> 4400; 4372 -> 4000).

When using decimals I can 
recognise the place value of 
hundredths (e.g. 7.46 is 7 1s and 
4 tenths and 6 hundredths)

I can divide a two or three 
digit number by a one digit 
number, including 
remainders as numbers (e.g. 
25 ÷ 4 = 6 remainder 1)  

 I know the fraction / 
decimal / percentage 
conversion for 0.25, 0.5, 
0.75, 1.  0.1, and 0.2. (e.g. I 
know that 0.75 = ¾ = 75%)

 I can find 10%, 5% and 1% 
of a given number. 

 I can convert between 
different units of measure –
m/cm/m/km; g/kg; l/ml.  
(e.g. 1.4kg = 1400g, 75.3cm 
= 753mm)

 Tell the time using 24 hour 
clock (e.g. 14:23 is 2:23 pm)

Written calculation.

I can multiply a two digit by 
a two digit number (e.g. 16 x 
45)

I can use column addition 
and subtraction to one 
decimal place (e.g. 125.6 + 
3269.8)

I can divide a two or three 
digit number by a one digit 
number, including 
remainders as numbers (e.g. 
465 ÷ 4 = 116 remainder 1)  

This document is to provide 
information for families for how to 
best support children’s mathematics 
at home.  These are the key 
essentials of mathematics in Year 5 
which children need to secure.  This 
does not cover the whole maths 
curriculum, just the most critical 
skills.  Please ask the class teacher 
for further information.



Times Tables in Year 5 

For children to be confident with their times tables it is essential that they are fluent and 
flexible. They should be able to make links across their times tables and have an understanding 
of the fact families surrounding the times tables. 

By the time children reach Year 5, they should already know their all of their times tables up to 
12 x 12 fluently.

We discuss the links between each times table and how making these links supports children 
knowing new times tables by heart more efficiently. For example, knowing that 4 x 4 is the 
same as 8 x 2. Once children have learnt multiples of 4, they know half of the 8 times tables. 

Similarly, we want children to be able to make links between multiplication and division. 
Not only understanding that multiplication is commutative but also that you can start with 
the whole (the largest amount) and group to find the linked division facts.  

4 x 3 = 12
3 x 4 = 12
12 ÷ 3 = 4
12 ÷ 4 = 3

You can show this by using amounts to 
support this understanding at home. 



Online Learning

Children can log onto their First News iHub
accounts from home. This an excellent way to 
develop non-fiction comprehension skills and 
broaden their understanding of the world 
around them. These resources update weekly.


